Antibiotic resistance mechanisms in bacteria of oral and upper respiratory origin.
Over the past 20 years, antibiotic resistance has increased in virtually every species of bacteria examined. In this paper, the main mechanisms of antibiotic resistance currently known for antibiotics used for treatment of disease caused by oral and upper respiratory bacteria will be reviewed, with an emphasis on the most commonly used antibiotics. The possible role that mercury, which is released from silver amalgams, plays in the oral/respiratory bacterial ecology is also discussed, as it relates to possible selection of antibiotic resistant bacteria.